Council Members Conti, Calsolaro, Ellis, Fahey, Fox, Herring, Igoe, McLaughlin, O’Brien, Rosenzweig, Sano, Smith, Timmons introduced the following:

Resolution Number 37.41.09R
RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF THE NEWSPAPER GUILD/CWA OF ALBANY
WHEREAS, On March 20, 1934, in the middle of the Great Depression, employees at the Albany Times Union formed a new chapter of the recently created Newspaper Guild union; and
WHEREAS, for 75 years, the Newspaper Guild of Albany, now part of the Communication Workers of America (CWA), has worked to provide fair contracts with good wages and benefits for the newspaper’s employees; and
WHEREAS, the Guild has done so by working in partnership with management, with both parties bargaining in good faith; and
WHEREAS, new leadership at both the Times Union and in the Hearst Corporation has led to a much different, very detrimental change in that relationship; and
WHEREAS, the Times Union is now actively seeking to end seniority rights during layoffs, creating a climate where favoritism would trump experience; and
WHEREAS, the Times Union is also seeking to be able to lay off employees and outsource their work outside the Capital Region, removing good jobs and good wages from the Capital Region’s economy at a time when those jobs are needed here; and
WHEREAS, the Times Union has shown itself unwilling to compromise, even as the Guild has offered concessions; and
WHEREAS, the Newspaper Guild has stood strong in defending these protections and the Times Union has responded not by offering compromises but by taking the unprecedented step of threatening to cancel the union’s contract on April 9;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Albany Common Council pays tribute to the Newspaper Guild of Albany on the occasion of its 75th anniversary for its long history of dedication to the working men and women of Albany and the Capital Region.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this body supports the Guild in its fight to keep experienced, loyal employees at work and to keep jobs in the Capital Region and condemns any attempt by the Times Union to cancel its union’s contract.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that should the Times Union go ahead with its threat to cancel the contract, this body will stand in solidarity with the union and will support any and all boycotts, picketing or other efforts necessary to achieve a fair outcome.
